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This literacy curriculum is consfructed around an authentically
engaging novel that builds students’' literacy skills and supports their
social and emotional development. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featured in our selected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this standards-aligned curriculum has inspired
persistently low-performing students to engage with literature, make
meaning in their lives, and improve their English language arts skills.
Now, Reading with Relevance is available to help you dig deep into
the social, emotional, and academic needs of your students, whether
in your classroom, after-school program, or youth development

agency!
| This teacher's guide includesﬂ

* A facilitator's guide with tips and
resources for implementing fhe
curriculum

» A mop of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program

» Fight individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion
questions, journal prompfs.
extension acfivities. and all
handouts

v Two assessments to monifor student
Be fO'a tae eva' A Ft a'? progress throughout the program
» Regular checkpoints to heip

teachers assess their studenfs’
progress on ELA standards

Meet Zl—a 12-year-cld poet and son of a pro
football sta—and witness as he navigates the
confusion, fear, and fenderness that comes with

his father's brain injury and early retirement. We * A culminating essay-writing urnit
chose This_ book fc.ulr its authentic gxplorﬂnuﬂ of » An appendix with additional

the way kids experience change in the people teaching resources and activities fo
they love most. This curriculum invites students to confinue exploring this novel

connect I1's story to their own experiences with
change—helping them build empathy, resilience,
and understanding along the way.

-
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N Today’s Theme

i\"x \ The theme of today's reading is heroes. In the opening

““x > ~ pages, readers are infroduced to 1J's world and the
oy tackl i A people who matter most to him, including his football
4 ac E (Pg. 1): v.. to grab starfatherwho ZJ counts asa hero. A herais an ordinary
—— | and bring scmeone to the

person who, driven by empathy and moral conviction,

ground acts with selflessness, courage, and sacrifice to help
abyss (pg. 2): n., a deep or others, often putting their own safety or comfort at risk.
empty space Help your students connect this theme to their own
lives. Ask your students: Who in your life do you see as
tremble (pg. ¢): v. to a hero? What makes this person a hero fo you?

shake slightly

tragedy (pg. 16):n.. @
very sad or serious event

©

Story Setup

Before the Ever Affer is a novel in verse about IJ—the son of a beloved professional
football star—who grapples with his father's declining health due to head injuries from
his career, exploring themes of family, memory, and the cost of sports on players’ bodies.
The book follows ZJ as he navigates his father's rmemory loss and mood swings, finding
support in his mother, friends, and community as he tries to hold onto the past while
facing a difficult new reality.

J
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Y N Session 12 pages 1-22

\  During Reading

) A Super Bowl (pg. 3): The Super Bowl is the
P N\ annual championship game of the National
— / N\ \ Football League NFL), determining the league

\. A\ champion for the season. It always happens on the
= %econd Sunday in February.
\

Ly

\.‘ ;--{_;'ﬁ-f-j_ﬁewscaster (pg. 3): a person who reports news on
\ N\ /< / Helevision or radio

!__.-"'Afl'ﬂ (pg. 16): a natural hairstyle worn by Black people, in
~ which hair grows naturally into a thick, rounded shape

x - ~ Beastie Boys (pg. 19):an American-ipshop group formed
in Newr‘f‘crk City in 1?8; made farious for hits like "(You Gotta) Fight
for ‘ﬁ::ur Right (To Party)," “|n1erga| tic,” and “Brusaankey

@ How does 7J destribe his father at the begmnlng of the sforyﬂ What do
you think it's ||kesgcwng a father who is a famous football player?

g
—

@ Why do you think ZJ admires his father so much? What details show why 7
sees him as ¢ hero?

® Why do you think that ZJ's dad needs rest from playing footballe
® What do you think ZJ means when he talks about "before the ever after”2

® What do we learn about ZJ's group of friends? How do they spend fime
togethere

® What role does music begin to play in ZJ)'s lifee

® What does 7J do that makes his dad so proud?

X
N
N
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Session 13 pages 1-22

mi ; PASSIONS iyrics, and sharing the things'they love. His passiohs—

poetry, music, and friendship—are a big part jf at
makes ZJ who he is. As daddy says, “When you love a
thing, little man, you gotta love it with everylhing you got.

youlove beg,\r‘ns

Till you can't even tell where that

L

) and where you end” (pg. |3). \
£ . .
Write about one of your stiqps and why it mu}lat;_ !n
= ?Qu' ? - = S,

\"'.

» How does this gétivity make you feel?
» Why do you think this activity is so important to
you?2
» How have your passions become part of who you
are?

-

!
« Before the Ever Afteris written as a-novel in verse,
meaning the story is told throtigh ., "
poems instead of fraditional chapters. V/W
Each poem capfures a moment, memory, or feeling
from 2J's life, focusing on small but meaningful moments
using carefully chosen words and images to explore 7J's
- experiences.
What did it feel like to start reading a story that is told in
this way?
» Select one poem that stood out to you in today's
reading. How does the poem describe what 2J
sees, hears, feels, etc., in this momenit?
» What does this poem reveal about the importance
of this memory or momentin Z1's life?
» Have you ever read a novel in verse before? Did
you like this style of writing2? Why or why hot?

Extension Activity

In this activity, g_ﬁ}dems will rhfr'rk about heroes in their own  Handout:

lives, inspired by 7J's admirafion of his father, Invite students~ » My Everyday Hero
to choose someone they cdhsiﬂfer a hero—a family member, :

friend, teacher, coach, or community member—and think

about the qualities that make this person admirable or

inspiring. Students will write a short descripfion explaining

who their hero is and why they look up to them. They will also

create g small illusfration that represents the person and the

qualities that make them heroic.

2
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Sesgion 1

T -2 g\ |\ it e a0 '

Think about someone you consider a hero. Your hero could be a family member, teacher,
cadach, friend, or sameone who inspires you. In the space above, write the name of your
hero, describe what makes this person special or inspiring, explain what qgualities you
admire about them, and draw a picture that represents your hero and the gualities that . A
make them important o you, -

My Everyday Hero 95
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Additional Activitie

)/ Contents 1

Hamburger Essay Template ......................... 52
Final BS54y OUMINe ....cnnvmnnansminnmras 53
Six Traits Writing Rubric............c.ccovvviviiinnnnnn. 54
Real Lie CONNBCION i awsinisiaessssmmiseanns 55
LeHerinia YOr ......aivmmsnrssnnimaniivise 56
MY GIVING TP .......occnismsnmansmisminennsnmessnsansnnns 57
My Trail of Support .......ccovvvviiiiiiiicccceae, 58
The Sound of Feelings ...........ccvvvvvvniiinnnnnn. 59
Linking to Culture: Head Injuries and Football...60
Vocabulary Fill In........oovviiiiiiiiiiieie e, 62
BEBWET KW iviviiiiminminisvsnimiisninsss s smes 63
Student Evaluation..........ccccccvviiviiniiiinniannnn. 64
Teacher Reflection.........ccccovvvviiiiiiiiiniinnnnnn, 66
ADOUL US..ociisunmsniminsssnsesis s 67
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MOVING FORWARD“’

T U T E

f Our Story 1 -

We are a collective of progressive educators on a mission: sharing and scaling fhe]
program we've built for (and with!) our students over the last decade, to inspire relevant reading
experiences, heartfelt conversations, and insfructional breakthroughs in classrooms across the
nation. We wrote Reading with Relevance because we couldn't find the tool we needed to
effectively teach our students. Most of the young people in our classrooms not only came to us
two to four years below their grade level, but also with very real social and emotional struggles
that sometimes felt more important than school. We came to believe that meeting students’
social and emotional needs was the key to unlocking their academic potential.

Reading with Relevance leverages student interest in highly engaging social and emotional
learning activities to develop crucial academic skills: reading fluency, comprehension, and
critical thinking. We turn barriers to learning into the very tools that accelerate literacy.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are designed to be easily facilitated by classroom teachers and
after-school staff alike, our training and professional development services will ensure
fully effective implementation of the literacy curricula. Additionally, we offer technical
support, classroom observation, and program evaluation services to help your program
be successful. Contact us for more information about these services.

Contact Us .
Contact us ftoday fo learn more MOV'NG FORWARD
about how Moving Forward S T I T U T E
Institute can support your students
and staffl 1259 Park Ave

Emeryville, CTA 4408
Phone: 510-453-4475

Email: info@maovingforwardinstitute.org

If your students liked Before the Ever After . . .

they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out Bud,
Not Buddy; Riding Freedom; or One Crazy Summer. Please visit our website today to
browse our full selection of socially and emaotionally rich novel-based curricula.
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