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fSiory Summary 1

Accountable is a book of creative nonfiction, exploring a series of events that
started in 2017— when high school students in the small Bay Area town of Albany discovered
a private Instagram account used to post explicitly racist images targeting people of color
throughout the school community. The fallout and ensuing tensions rocked the affuent, liberal
fown and swept national news headlines. The book traces the perspectives and experiences of
many of the teenagers involved: including those who were directly targeted by the posts, those
who created the account and its content, and the bystanders who followed the account. The
author, Dashka Slater, spent four years researching the events in order to provide an incredibly
nuanced account of what took place, piecing together details from court documents, sworn
declarations, police reports, text messages, diaries, photographs, videos, social media posts,
letters, emails, and public testimony, as well as firsthand observations and interviews with many
of the people involved. In retelling the story from multiple perspectives, Accountable asks
readers fo examine questions of justice, healing, empathy, and accountability.

Dashka Slater is a writer, poet, journalist, About the Author
novelist, and children's author. She lives in
Quakland, CA. Her last young adult book, The
57 Bus, was an award-winning New York Times
Bestseller, earning the Stonewall Book Award,
which recognizes exceptional merit relating
fo the gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender
experience.
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s Social Acceptance

Guiding Question: For most teenagers, social bonds are essentialfor finding safety,
comfort, and a sense of belonging. Consider your own social world. Have you ever
behaved in ways you're not comfortable with for the sake of social acceplance? Have
you everstood up against the behavior of your friendse

Write a complete sentence for each of the following vocabulary words. Use
the definitions provided to make sure you are using these words correctly!

periphery (Pg. 1): n., the outer edges or boundaries of something

frenetic (pg. 11): adj., fast and energetic in a wild and unconftrolled way

juxtaposition (pg. 30): n., placing two or more contrasting elements,
idedas, or objects side by side to highlight their differences

Accountable is a nonfiction retelling of a series of events that began in 2017, when high school
students in the small Bay Area fown of Albany discovered a private Instagram account used
fo post racist images of a number of students, most of whom were Black girls. The author, a
Bay Areda resident herself, uses this book to explore the experiences and perspectives of the
students involved, including those who were directly targeted by the posts, those who created
the account, and those who followed the account.
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Read pageg 1-36

While You Read:

3 As you read, keep track of unfamiliar words, inspiring quotes, and questions you
have.

Reading Context:

envelope pushers (pg. 10]: “pushing the envelope” refers to festing the limits of what is considered acceptable; being edgy

Write your response to each question below using a complete sentence.

® What is the author’s message in the prologue?

® What do you think about Ana and Charles’ friendship?¢ Do you think
the jokes that Charles makes with Ana are okay? What is Ana’s internal
dilemma with these jokes?

® What makes symbols like the noose so powerful?
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of writing.

For many young people, leasing among friends is
comrmonplace, even including jokes that push the
boundaries of social acceptability. Ana and Andrea
both recall the racially-charged jokes Charles

and his friends offen made. The girls let this “edgy
hurnor” slicke within thelr friend grou p, even though
they would have found itoffensive from others.

Why do you think the girls chose not to push back

about jokes about their race when made by

members of their friend group?

»  How con g person determine when teasing is
actudlly harmful? Whose responsibility is it fo
prevent harm from offensive jokes?

»  How did the racial and gender dynamic at
Albany High School affect the girls” ability o
speak Up?

»  Howve you ever let offensive hurmor slide when
maylbe you shouldn’thove? How did this make
vou feel?

Choose one of these prompts to respond to in at least one full paragraph

In the prologue, fh-e -clu thorsuggests c:lff the

harmn caused by the @yvungcavage Instagram
account could have been avoided if anyone
associated with ithad called out the posts as
offensive. Although sfanding up may seem simple
fo do, the author points out this feltimpossible
because itmeantbeing “thrown outoforbit”
(pg. 1), and losing social gccepiance.

How do the boys use offensive humor, teasing,

and bullying to establish their social hierarchy?

»  What maokes it so hard to stand up against
this kind of hurmor? What risks does a person
who specks up have to be willing fo take?

»  What do you think would have happened if
one of the boys had called out Charles and
his friends for their offensive jokes?

»  Hawve you ever spoken up against offensive
humors Whatwere the consegquences of
specking up?
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Friend

Although the posts made on the @yungcavage dccount were cledrly offensive, none of J

Charles

J

Charles

the boys spoke up dgainst them. Imagine what might have happened if one of the boys

had called out the problematic content. Given what we know about the boys' social

group, dlso consider how Charles may have responded. Write a dialogue inwhich one of

the baoys calls Charles out for the images he posted.
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How did the @yungcavage account impact:

ﬁhe students who created the account N\ [The students who followed the accounte N
and ifs content?

\. \( \. \r
ﬁhe students who were targeted by the "\ (other studentsin the school community e N
accounte

- NS N
! ™

administrators? followers?

lbary High School teachers and /T'he families of the account creators and

\. \\r \c \(

Ghe families of the fargeted students? qwe families of other students in the schoolN

community 2

s, Geoghegan describes Albany High School as an ecosystem, inwhich all parts are
imferconnected. Consider the ways the @yungcavage account affects all parts of the
school community.
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