A novel by Kelly Yang
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This literacy curriculum is constructed around an authenfically
engaging novel that builds students’ literacy skills and supports their
social and emotional development. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featured in our selected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
menforing programs, this standards-aligned curriculum has inspired
persistently low-performing students to engage with literature, make
meaning in their lives, and improve their English language arts skills.
Now, Reading with Relevance is available to help you dig deep into
the social, emotional, and academic needs of your students, whether
in your classroom, after-school program, or youth development

agency!
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Meet Mia Tang, a sifrong, resilient fen-year-old
girl who uses her infeiligence, determination,
and heart to manage the challenges that come
her way as g younhg immigrant working the front
desk at her parents’ motel, We chose this book
for ifs powerful exploration of imporfant social
and emotional themes: injustice, racism, poverty,
belonging, activism, family, and love. Studenis
will find themselves relating fo and being inspired
by the story's characters; this guide will help
students make connections between Mia's quest
for social justice and the causes that inspire
action in their own lives.
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Thls teacher’s guide includes?_f

A facilitator's guide with tips and
resources forimplementing the
curricuium

Amap of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program

14 individual lesson plans, including
vocabulary, discussion questions,
journal prompts, extension
activities, and all handaouts

Two assessments fo monitor student
progress throughout the program

Regular checkpoints fo help
teachers assess thelr students’
progress on ELA staondards

A culminating essay-writing unit

An appendix with additional
teaching resources and activities to
continue exploring this novel
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blc.ke"ng (Pg. 4): V.,  The theme of this opening session is expectations. In
arguing or squabbling about - 11,4 first chapter of the book, we meet Mia, and learn
petty or small things that her family moved to the United States from China
savoring (Pg. 8): V., " with hopes of.gaining mc.)re freedom. However, sim.:e

> : they've been in the US things haven't furned out quite
as they'd imagined or expected. Your students have
. likely had their own experiences when reality didn't line
hlerarchy (Pg. 21): n., a up with their expectations. Ask: How do you respond
system in which people or when yvour expectations are different than the reality
things are ranked according you encounter? What are some coping strategies that

2 to status or authority help you navigate these differences?

tasting and enjoying
something completely

| strategy (pg. 22):n.. a
| plan or series of steps to help
| achieve a particular goal

Front Desk is a story about Mia, a spunky fen-year-old-girl whose family immigrated fo the
United States from China because it is “freer.” Mia's parents were professionals in China, but
in the Unifed States they barely have enough money to live. Despite how poorly they are
freated by their employers, they work very hard fo have enough for clothes, food, and shelfer.
Throughout the novel, Mia and her family work to make a positive difference in their community
by doing what they can fo protect and support their neighbors, inciuding those who live af the
Calivista Motel and feliow immigrants frying fo make ends meefl. Front Desk was writfen by Kelly
Yang, and is based loosely on her life growing up as the child of immigrants.
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photobomb (pg. 2): torwinwa photo by appearing in the frame of a picture
unexpectedly, offento be funny 'or dramatic

boarding (pg. 5):_receiving regular meals and somewhere to live in return for
payment; in this case, it means being able to live rent-free in the motel

quarters (pg. %): the c:rec:[roor’h(s) where someone lives; housing or
accommodations

employment contract (pg. 12): a legally enforceable agreement which details
the rights, expectations, and obligations of both a company and an individual who
works for the company
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® Mia’'s mom says that people in the United S’r’res are freef. What do you
think freer means tother? '

® Why do you think Mr. Yao keeps calling Mia “the girl’2 What does this tell
you about his charactere

® Make a prediction: What do you think Mr.| Yao will be like as a boss?

® How do you think Mia feels after Hank introclUces her to the-other
weekliese

® On the night they move into the Calivista Motel, why do youthink Mia’s
pdrents "poured generously” from the specialtin of jasmine tea they use
on special occasions?

® What do you think Mia means when she describes the principal at her
new school as a "powerful white lady’¢

® What does the way the principal treats Mia foreshadow about what Mia
might experience at her new school?

® Mia is excited to work at the front desk, and uses what she knows about
mammal behavior 1o gain respect from the customers. What are some
ways you gain respect from others when you need it¢

® How do you think Mia and her family’s lives will change now that they
manage the Calivista?
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* The book opens with Mia felling us about the things she
EXPECTATIONS and her parents imagined about living in the US before
they moved. But their experiences have not exactly lined
up with their expectations. o far, they have only done
one thing they imagined—*the hamburger part.”
Do you think Mia's expectations about life in the US are
realistic? Why or why not?
» What are some of of the family’s expectations that
haven't been met?¢
» What surprised yo6u about Mia’s list of American
expectations and experiencese
» Can you relate to Miae Write about a fime when
your own expectations about a new situation were
really different than the redlity you encountered.

* In today sreading, M. Yao urges Mia not fo let any “bad
guys” info the Calivista Motel saying that o A
you can tellif someone is bad based on :‘i"?*(?i'é
how they look.

What is Mr. Yao implying about who is a “bad guy”? What
do you think a “bad guy” looks like to him?

» What do you think about thise Do you think Mr. Yao
is right? Why or why not?

» How would you have responded to Mr. Yao if you
were in Mia's position?

» Has anyone ever made an unfair assumption about
you? How did this expenence |m|:3c:1(:t youe

“BAD GUYS”

* Students should demonstrate a command of the standard written conventlons of_ :

English. \ . ;

» Usg capitdl letters @@propnat@ty e, start sentenc:@s when refeteﬁc:mg The book
title, and when using propsf nouns (hke the' pdi mes of characters or plac:es)
Refmember fo end every septerae with of penod aswell} 4

» F@r example i can @Iways D Py mom or Mrs Anderson for hefp

In the opening chapters of Front Desk, we ldarn-thatin-Ching, Handout

photographers wse the phrase “say eggplant” instead of % Say Eggplant!
“say cheege” when faking a phofograph. Mia's mom says she""

thinks it's/ Jmportant fo “take p:ctures of the nice moments of

life, even if it's just in your head” {pg. 14) Today s activity asks

students to “fake a picture” by drawing and writing about a

specialmemory or moment from their own lives.
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What is signiﬁcuntqbout this moment and why?

In the opening chapters of Frontf Desk, we learn that in China, pholographers use
the phrase “say eggplant” instead of “say cheese” when taking a photograph.
Mia's mom says she thinks it’'s important to “fake pictures of the nice moments of
life, even if it's just in your head” {pg. 14). Think about a few special moments or
memories from your life that you want to remember. Draw these memories in the
photo frames and write a senfence or two underneath to explain what is significant
about each moment.
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Additional Activities
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We are a collective of progressive educators on a mission: sharing and scaling the
program we've built for ([and with!) our students over the last decade, to inspire relevant reading
experiences, heartfelt conversations, and instructional breakthroughs in classrooms across the
nafion. We wrote Reading with Relevance because we couldn't find the tool we needed to
effectively teach our stfudents. Most of the young people in cur classrooms not only came to us
two to four years below their grade level, but also with very real social and emotional struggles
that sometimes felt more important than school. We came fo believe that meeting students’
social and emotional needs was the key to unlocking their academic potential.
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Reading with Relevance leverages student interest in highly engaging social and emotional
learning activities to develop crucial academic skills: reading fluency, comprehension, and
critical thinking. We turn barriers 1o learning into the very tools that accelerate literacy.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are desighed to be eaqsily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our fraining and professional development services will ensure
fully effective implementation of the literacy curricula. Additionally, we offer fechnical
support, classroom observation, and program evaluation services to help your program
be successful. Contact us for more information about these services.

Online: www.movingforwardinsfitute.org

Email: info@movingforwardinstifufe.org

Contact Us Phone: 510-658-4475
Contact us foday tfo learn more about Mail: 1425 Park Ave
how the Moving Forward Institufe can Erenile. Lyede0s
supporf your students and stafft Follow us on Twitter: @R=levantReading

If your students liked Front Desk. . .
they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out Ghost
Boys; Inside Out and Back Again; and Esperanza Rising. Please visit our website today to
browse cur full selection of socially and emotionally rich novel-based curricula.
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