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Students Love Reading With Relevance!

,·YH�OHDUQHG�D�ORW�LQ�WKLV�SURJUDP�EHFDXVH�LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�\HDU�,�KDG�
QR�UHVSHFW�IRU�P\VHOI��DGXOWV��DQG�IULHQGV��7KHQ�I started reading with relevance 
and it changed me. (YHU\�7XHVGD\�ZKHQ� ,�ZDONHG� LQ�WKH�URRP�,� IHOW�KDSS\�
EHFDXVH� ,� FRXOG� VKDUH�P\� IHHOLQJV�� ,� OHDUQHG� DV� D� SHUVRQ� KRZ� WR� H[SUHVV�
P\VHOI�PRUH��This program has given me the privilege to speak up and take 
responsibility for myself.�,�FKDQJHG�IURP�EDG�WR�WHUULÀ�F��0\�WHDFKHU�WROG�PH�
that I improved in my reading. I’ve learned a lot in this program. In the book 

ZH�UHDG��:DON�7ZR�0RRQV��6DO�ZDV�FRQÀ�GHQW��KRQHVW��UHVSHFWIXO��DQG�SDWLHQW��
6KH·V�MXVW�OLNH�PH��,�ORYH�WKLV�SURJUDP�

~Jazmyn, 4th Grade, Oakland, CA

I liked Reading with Relevance because I could relate to it. The book we 

UHDG��6WUHHW�/LIH��WDONHG�DERXW�SRYHUW\�DQG�WKH�VWUXJJOHV�9LFWRU�ZHQW�WKURXJK��
,�FRXOG�UHODWH�WR�KLP�QRW�NQRZLQJ�KLV�IDWKHU��+H�DOVR�WDONHG�DERXW�VODFNLQJ�RII�
DQG�À�QDOO\�À�QGLQJ�VRPHRQH�DW�VFKRRO�ZKR�FRXOG�KHOS�KLP��7KDW·V� OLNH�PH�� I 
really like Reading with Relevance because I feel like I could relate to what I 
read.  I’ve never really read any other books at school that let me see myself 
like that.

~Eric Clayton, 11th Grade, Hayward, CA

Teachers Value Reading With Relevance!

,� VWDUWHG� WKH�SURJUDP� ODVW� )ULGD\�ZLWK�D�JURXS�RI�P\� VFKRRO·V�PRVW�GLIÀ�FXOW�
IRXUWK�DQG�À�IWK�JUDGH�VWXGHQWV--the ones who always seem to end up in the 

3ULQFLSDO·V�RIÀ�FH��7KH�À�UVW�GD\�ZDV�VXFK�D�VXFFHVV��7KH\�ORYHG�WKH�ERRN��ULJKW�
IURP�WKH�À�UVW�SDJH��DQG�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�TXHVWLRQV�JRW�WKHP�VKDULQJ�DERXW�WKHLU�
lives right away. I was shocked when my students ran up to me on Monday 
morning and told me that they couldn’t wait to keep reading, and that they’d 

EH� VXUH� WR� KDYH� DOO� RI� WKHLU� KRPHZRUN� GRQH� E\� )ULGD\� VR� WKDW� WKH\� FRXOG�
participate in the next session. It’s like they didn’t even know that it was an 
academic intervention!

~Elizabeth Calleja, Redwood Elementary School, Crescent City, CA
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I take my Reading with Relevance teacher’s guide with me to every teacher 

SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�PHHWLQJ�DQG�FRQIHUHQFH�,�DWWHQG��DQG�VKDUH�WKH�
word with every teacher I know.  This is a teacher’s anti-burnout tool�� LW·V�D�
OLIHVDYHU�IRU�QHZ�WHDFKHUV�JHWWLQJ�WKHLU�IHHW�ZHW�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP��LW·V�D�JDPH�
FKDQJHU�IRU�WHDFKHUV�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�FKDOOHQJLQJ�VWXGHQW�SRSXODWLRQV��DQG�LW·V�
D�IRUFH�IRU�UH�LQYLJRUDWLQJ�YHWHUDQ�WHDFKHUV�

~Julia Ann Gillam, John Muir Charter Academy, San Francisco, CA

The Reading with Relevance curriculum has been an invaluable resource.  

As a continuation high school teacher with three classes to prep, I’m tasked 

ZLWK�EXLOGLQJ�XQLWV�WKDW�DGGUHVV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�VNLOOV�IRU�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�DQ�HYHQ�
ZLGHU�UDQJH�RI�SURÀ�FLHQF\�OHYHOV���0RVW�RI�WKH�FDQQHG�WHDFKLQJ�PDWHULDOV�,·YH�
IRXQG�DUH�HLWKHU� WRR�QDUURZ��WRR�DGYDQFHG��RU� WRR�RXW�RI� WRXFK�� �5HDGLQJ�
with Relevance combines texts that are truly relevant to my students’ lives 

ZLWK�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�WDUJHW�D�GLYHUVLW\�RI�VNLOOV���0RVW�LPSRUWDQWO\�WR�P\�VWXGHQWV��
the books are both engaging and accessible.  Most importantly to me, the 

plans are well-organized, in-depth, and forward-thinking.  

7KHVH�DUH�QRW�URWH�GULOOV�RU�EXV\�ZRUN�SDFNHWV���7KH\�DUH�HIIHFWLYH�OHVVRQV�WKDW�
FKDOOHQJH� VWXGHQWV� WR� HQJDJH� FULWLFDOO\� ZLWK� LPSRUWDQW� VRFLDO� LVVXHV� �H�J��
YLROHQFH��VDIHW\��SRYHUW\��JHQGHU� LQHTXDOLW\��UDFLVP��SRZHU���DV�ZHOO�DV�ZLWK�
WKH�SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�RIWHQ�DIIHFW�WRGD\·V�DGROHVFHQWV��H�J��GHFLVLRQ�
PDNLQJ�� LPSXOVH� FRQWURO�� VHOI�HVWHHP�� LGHQWLW\�� PHQWDO� KHDOWK�� UHODWLRQVKLSV��
IDPLO\� VWUXJJOHV��� They help me empower my students with knowledge 
and skills that will build their character while enhancing their academic 
performance��$QG�WKH\�VXUH�DV�KHOO�DOOHYLDWH�WKH�VWUHVV�RI�ODWH�QLJKW�SODQQLQJ�E\�
SURYLGLQJ�PH�ZLWK�YRFDEXODU\��UHÁ�HFWLYH�ZULWLQJ�SURPSWV��GLVFXVVLRQ�TXHVWLRQV��
FUHDWLYH�DVVLJQPHQWV��DQG�IRUPDO�ZULWLQJ�WDVNV��QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�
VXSSOHPHQWDO�PDWHULDOV�IRU�GLIIHUHQWLDWLQJ�LQVWUXFWLRQ��

,·YH�EHHQ�OXFN\�HQRXJK�WR�XVH�5HDGLQJ�ZLWK�5HOHYDQFH�FXUULFXOD�IRU�WKH�SDVW�
IRXU�\HDUV�DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�XVLQJ�WKHP�WR�KHOS�PH�EH�WKH�HIIHFWLYH�HGXFDWRU�
I want to be.

~Sean Gleason, Ralph Bunche Academy, Oakland, CA
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5HDGLQJ�:LWK�5HOHYDQFH� L�V�SURYLGLQJ�P\�(QJOLVK� OHDUQHUV�ZLWK�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�
they need now   --a way to connect and develop a relationship with reading 
that is authentic, while improving skills and comprehension at the same time.

5HDGLQJ�:LWK�5HOHYDQFH�LV�D�WRWDO�GHSDUWXUH�IURP�WKH�VFULSWHG�SURJUDPV�RI�
recent curricular history.  It  uses compelling literature that engages the student 

reader through personal connection to their own lives.  My students clearly 

GHPRQVWUDWH�WKHLU�RZQ�H[FLWHPHQW�WR�JHW�WR�ZRUN��DQG�WKH\�DUH�SURXG�RI�WKHLU�
DELOLW\� WR�DFDGHPLFDOO\�GLVFXVV��XVH�QHZ�YRFDEXODU\��DQG�ZULWH�PHDQLQJIXO�
compositional passages. My English learners’ enthusiasm to excel through 
5HDGLQJ�:LWK�5HOHYDQFH�L�V�D�JDPH��FKDQJHU�IRU�WKHP�
      

As an educator, I would love to see Reading With Relevance  in as many 

KDQGV�DV�SRVVLEOH��,W�LV�D�SURJUDP�WKDW�LV�HTXDOO\�ZHOO�VXLWHG�IRU�DQ\�FODVVURRP��
VPDOO�JURXS��RU�WXWRULQJ�FRQÀJXUDWLRQ��7KH�7HDFKLQJ�*XLGHV�DUH�FOHDUO\�ZULWWHQ�
DQG� ZHOO� RUJDQL]HG�� IDFLOLWDWLQJ� WKHLU� XVH� E\� SDUDSURIHVVLRQDOV� DV� ZHOO� DV�
credentialed teachers. Reading With Relevance is money well spent!

      

~Lyn Greene, English Language Development Specialist, Crescent City, CA

,� KDYH� EHHQ�D� WHDFKHU� IRU� RYHU� ÀIWHHQ� \HDUV�� SULPDULO\�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK� DW�ULVN�
KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�DUH�RIWHQ�EHORZ�JUDGH�OHYHO���,�DP�DOZD\V�ORRNLQJ�
IRU� ODQJXDJH�DUWV�FXUULFXOXP�ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI� VFDIIROGLQJ��D�
YDULHW\�RI�H[HUFLVHV�� LV� HDV\� WR�XVH��DQG�EXLOGV�FULWLFDO� WKLQNLQJ� VNLOOV�� � ,� KDYH�
EHHQ�IRUWXQDWH�HQRXJK�WR�ÀQG�DQG�XVH�5HDGLQJ�ZLWK�5HOHYDQFH�

8QOLNH� VRPH� FXUULFXOXPV� LQ� ZKLFK� ,� QHHG� WR� ´FKHUU\�SLFNµ� FHUWDLQ� LWHPV�� ,�
have been able to rely on the Reading with Relevance curriculum as a whole.  

7KH� FXUULFXOXP� EXLOGV� RQ� D� IRXQGDWLRQ� RI� SKHQRPHQDO� ERRN� FKRLFHV� WKDW�
motivate my students to read.  The relevant social and emotional themes 

DUH�RI�SDUWLFXODU�LPSRUWDQFH�IRU�P\�SRSXODWLRQ��DQG�DOORZ�PH�WR�HDVLO\�IUDPH�
each day’s lesson.  The discussion questions are well thought-out and have 

SURYRNHG�JUHDW�DFDGHPLF�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�P\�FODVVURRP��DQG�WKH�MRXUQDO�SURPSWV�
are thought-provoking and require my students to think about the story in 

WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�OLYHV���The curriculum is extremely user-friendly, and 
allows me to teach thoughtful, effective lessons with little to no prep time.  

,� KLJKO\� UHFRPPHQG� WKLV� FXUULFXOXP� WR� DQ\� HGXFDWRU�� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�RI� VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�ZKRP�WKH\�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�� � ,�DP� ORRNLQJ� IRUZDUG�
WR�UHDGLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�5HDGLQJ�ZLWK�5HOHYDQFH�WLWOHV��DQG�DP�JUDWHIXO�WKDW�WKLV�
curriculum reduces my planning time with quality lessons and activities.

~Cheri Issac, Hayward Community School, Hayward, CA
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After-School Educators Appreciate 

                             Reading With Relevance!

,�KDYH�VHUYHG�DV�D�&DOLIRUQLD�5HJLRQ���$GYLVRU�IRU�$IWHUVFKRRO�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�
3URJUDP�&RRUGLQDWRU�IRU�WKH�.LGV��VW�$IWHUVFKRRO�3URJUDPV�LQ�'HO�1RUWH�&RXQW\�
IRU���\HDUV��,Q�DOO�WKDW�WLPH��I have never found a literacy program that has made 
such an impact on the way our students approach life.
     

0\�VWDII�ZDV�KHVLWDQW�WR�EHJLQ�D�QHZ�SURJUDP�WKDW��RQ�WKH�VXUIDFH��ORRNHG�OLNH�
PRUH�DFDGHPLFV��$V�SURSRQHQWV�RI�TXDOLW\�SURJUDPLQJ��WKH\�NQHZ�WKDW�DIWHU�
school should be expanded learning and not an extended school day. Within 

days, they were convinced that Reading with Relevance had the potential to 

DGGUHVV�DOO�WKH�VRFLDO�	�HPRWLRQDO�OHDUQLQJ�ZH�NQHZ�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW��EXW�QHYHU�
KDG�WKH�WLPH�IRU���ZKLOH�JLYLQJ�RXU�VWXGHQWV�D�ERRVW�LQ�WKHLU�OLWHUDF\�VNLOOV�

7KDQN�\RX�IRU�FKDQJLQJ�KRZ�ZH�KHOS�NLGV�DFDGHPLFDOO\�DV�ZHOO�DV�VRFLDOO\��
Reading with Relevance has taken our program to a whole new level of quality!
     

~Denise Doyle-Schnacker, Kids 1st Program Coordinator, Del Norte County, CA

The Reading with Relevance curriculum is not only highly engaging and relevant 
to inner city youth, but it can also save lives!��,QGHHG��RQH�RI�P\�VWXGHQWV�
UHFHQWO\�VKDUHG��´6WUHHW�/LIH�VDYHG�P\�OLIH���,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�TXLW�VFKRRO�DQG�JR�
back to the streets, but then I read the book, and it motivated me not to quit 

and return to gangbanging.”  

0\�VWXGHQWV�ORYH�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�WKH�FXUULFXOXP��IURP�WKH�YRFDE�WR�WKH�MRXUQDO�
writing and the artistic extension activities.  They easily make connections 

between the text and their own experiences.  I have witnessed my students 

make tremendous academic and personal growth, thanks to Reading with 

Relevance!

~Antoine Lagarde, Assistant Principal, San Francisco Conservation Corps, 
San Francisco, CA
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I’ve seen this program blend two core after-school focuses--academic 
instruction and social development--together really well. Reading with 

5HOHYDQFH�PDNHV�VSDFH�IRU�RXU�VWXGHQWV�WR�WDON�DERXW�WKH�VRFLDO�DQG�HPRWLRQDO�
LVVXHV�WKH\�DUH�IDFLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV���2XU�VWXGHQWV�H[SORUH�KRZ�IDFHWV�RI�WKHLU�
identities, including race, class and gender, play out in their everyday lives, 

and how they can be empowered by them.  At the same time, we’re also 

PHHWLQJ�WKHLU�DFDGHPLF�QHHGV��WKH\�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�UHDG�PRUH�Á�XHQWO\��WKH\�
have an increased vocabulary, they become better writers. With the Reading 

with Relevance curriculum, we’re able to blend academics and enrichment 

WRJHWKHU�VHDPOHVVO\�LQ�RXU�DIWHU�VFKRRO�SURJUDP�

~Noah Lystrup. After-School Tutor / Oakland, CA

Ready to Teach 

                     Reading with Relevance?

To bring Reading with Relevance to your classroom or school 

FRPPXQLW\��UHDFK�RXW�RXU�ZD\�WRGD\���<RX�FDQ�SODFH�DQ�
order through our website at www.readingwithrelevance.org, 

RU�FRQWDFW�XV�YLD�SKRQH�RU�HPDLO�WR�H[SORUH�D�SDUWQHUVKLS��
�������������RU�LQIR#PRYLQJIRUZDUGLQVWLWXWH�RUJ���:H�ORRN�
IRUZDUG�WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�\RXU�ZRUN�


